The Gospel According to Matthew

Central Theme: Jesus the Jewish Messiah brings salvation history to its climax, saving his people from their sins.

Key Verses: Matthew 1:21; 28:18-20

I. Literary Features

A. Skilled literary artist

B. Concise style

C. Fulfillment formulas/OT quotations

D. Topical arrangement

E. Five major discourses:

1. Sermon on the Mount (5-7)

2. Commissioning of the Twelve (10)

3. Parables of the kingdom (13)

4. Church life and discipline (18)

5. Woes and Olivet Discourse (23-25)

F. Very Jewish focus, yet directed towards Gentiles

II. Plot and Structure

A. Structural Signals

(1) At the end of the five major discourses there’s the phrase, “And it came about when Jesus finished these words . . .” (7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1). 

(2) “From that time Jesus began to . . .” (4:17 and 16:21)—marking the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and of his journey to Jerusalem (like Mark’s gospel). 

(3) Conclusion: So which is right? You can use both, actually (not either/or).

B. Alternating Narratives and Discourses

So, (1) Sermon on the Mount (5-7—paradigmatic and emphasizing authority) along with 10 miracles stories (8-9—paradigmatic and demonstrate authority). 

(2) Commissioning of disciples, preparing them for hostility (10) along with two chapters when He and his followers experience the hostility (11-12).

(3) Polarization (sifting his listeners: “outsiders” v. “insiders”) explained (in parables—13); polarization enacted—moving more towards Gentiles (13-16).

(4) Narratives about the implications of his death on discipleship (16-17) along with its implications via teaching about church (18).

(5) Narrative about coming judgment (19-22) along with teaching about coming judgment (23-25)

(6) Passion/resurrection narrative balance the opening birth narratives.

C. Sample Outline

I.
The Introduction to Jesus’ Ministry (1:1-2:23)


A. Jesus’ Genealogy (1:1-17)


B. Jesus’ Birth (1:18-25)


C. Jesus’ Escape (2:1-23)

II.
The Preparation for Jesus’ Ministry (3:1-4:16)


A. John the Baptist and Jesus’ Baptism (3:1-17)


B. Satan and Jesus’ Temptation (4:1-11)

III.
The Development of Jesus’ Ministry (4:12-16:20)


A. Jesus’ Authority in Preaching and Healing (4:17-9:35)



1. Introduction (4:12-25)



2. Paradigmatic Preaching: the Sermon on the Mount (5:1-7:29)



3. Paradigmatic Healing (8:1-9:35)


B. Rising Opposition to Jesus’ Ministry (9:36-12:50)



1. Opposition Predicted for the Disciples’ Ministry (9:36-10:42)



2. Opposition Experienced in Jesus’ Ministry (11:1-12:50)


C. Progressive Polarization of Response to Jesus (13:1-16:20)



1. The Polarization Explained: Kingdom Parables (13:1-52)



2. The Polarization Enacted: from Jew to Gentile (13:53-16:20)

IV. The Climax of Jesus’ Ministry (16:21-28:20)


A. Focus on Coming Death and Resurrection (16:21-18:35)



1. Implications for Discipleship: Correcting Misunderstandings (16:21-17:27)



2. Implications for the Church: Humility and Forgiveness (18:1-35)


B. Focus on Impending Judgment on Israel: Versus True Discipleship (19:1-25:46)


C. Focus on Rejection and Vindication (26:1-28:20)



1. Jesus is Rejected in His Death (26:1-27:66)



2. Jesus is Vindicated through His Resurrection (28:1-20)

III. Portrait of Jesus

A. Jesus as the Messiah, the fulfillment of God’s promises

( messiah—anointed on=king (descendant of David) (1:1)

( =royal messiah—throughout birth narrative (1:1; 1:16-17; 1:20; 2:2, 4-6)

( Herod fears this potential rival king (2:1-12) and Pilate wonders if he is the “King of the Jews” (27:11).

( “Son of David”—9Xs in Matthew (only 3Xs in Mark and in Luke—each)—yet linked not with majestic kingship/political ambitions, but with humble service/healings (21:1-11; 9:27; 12:22-23; 15:22; 20:30-31; 21:14-15; 11:2-6). Those who acknowledge Jesus as “Son of David” are always the powerless ones in need of healing (9:27; 15:22; 20:30).

( as messiah, Jesus fulfills OT expectations and promises and prophecies—He fulfills the eschatological role of Israel, the Servant of the LORD, and the Son of Man. The climax of salvation history, the inauguration of God’s reign. Jesus, the Messiah, fulfills all of Scripture (not just part of it). Salvation history reaches its goal and purpose in Jesus the Messiah

B. Jesus as Immanuel, the presence of God

( Jesus fulfills OT messianic expectations (and in some ways disappoints flawed expectations), but in other ways, He outstrips the expectations—He is God incarnate. “Immanuel” (1:23) and “I will be with you always” (28:20)—frame the entire book (bookends).

( “divine” or “transcendent” features of Matthew’s view of Christ—Jesus is the very presence of God: (1) OT v. “I say unto you . . .” (2) God forgives sin & Jesus forgives sin (9:2); (3) God knows the hearts of men/women & so does Jesus (9:4; 12:25; 22:18); (4) Jesus acknowledges that only God should be worshiped (4:10) & receives worship from people (2:11; 8:2; 9:18; 14:33; 15:25; 20:20; 28:9, 17); (5) God sends prophets/teachers to Israel & Jesus does (23:34); (6) he will determine the eternal destiny of all human beings (25:31-46; 7:21-23).

C. Jesus as the Son of God

( this important title occurs at key points/junctures—(1) by God the Father at baptism/transfiguration (3:17; 17:5); (2) by Jesus’ enemies (Satan, demons, etc.—8:29; 4:3, 6); (3) the entire temptation narrative revolves around this title (4:3, 6); (4) by disciples after calming the storm and in Peter’s confession (16:16); (5) by high priest at trial w/ Jesus’ affirmative (27:40, 43); (6) by centurion at crucifixion (28:19). Jesus Himself also used this title in parables and teaching (21:37; 22:2; 11:27; 24:36).

( significance—promised king from David’s line (8:29; 16:16; 26:63; 27:40, 54); and at times the intimate relationship between Father and Son (11:25-27; 26:39; 28:19)—Jesus always does the Father’s will—climaxing in his obedient death on the cross.

IV. Purpose and Origin

A. Apologetic purpose

B. Edificational purpose

V. Key Passages

Matthew 5-7 (Sermon on the Mount)

Matthew 10 (mission)

Matthew 13 (kingdom parables)

Matthew 18 (life in the church)

Matthew 24-25 (the future)

Vi. Things to look for while reading:

( strong Jewish orientation—Jesus is the Jewish Messiah

( equally strong denunciation of the Jewish religious leaders

( emphasis on the fulfillment of OT prophesies

( interest in the OT law and its relationship to the followers of Jesus

( five long discourses of teaching material

( alternating discourses and narrative

( topical arrangement—related material grouped together

( emphasis on Jesus’ messiahship

( the messianic titles Son of God, Christ, and Son of David

( emphasis on Jesus as the presence of God—“God with us”

( Jesus portrayed as the new Israel and the new Moses

( Jesus portrayed as Wisdom incarnate

( greater role for Peter than in other Gospels

( emphasis on the mission to the Gentiles

