The Gospel According to Mark—Chapters 4-5

In every human heart, we long for transformation, for _______________. We want renovated weather patterns. We want transformed medical care—better yet, improved physical conditions—lessen the need for medical care. We want changed society, where the drives and hearts of other people do not seek our harm or to take advantage of those we love. If we’re honest, we’ll admit that what we covet most is a transformed heart for ourselves. We long to do right, think right, speak right—all from a heart that loves God and people.

Did you realize that Jesus ____________ intended you to live in this kind of bondage?

The day is coming when the _________________ of God (God’s people in God’s place under God’s rule and blessing) will be all that exists once more. The Bible presents Gen 1-3 and Rev 20-22 as a set of bookends, explaining how God’s kingdom began and how God’s kingdom will end—even better than at the beginning.

In other words, the entire Bible is the story of how God established His kingdom—and after our sin—is unfolding His great plan to restore His kingdom again. Once more it will all be “God’s people in God’s place under God’s rule and blessing.” Only the coming of God’s kingdom will bring the _______________ our hearts and bodies yearn for.

In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus bursts on the scene with an incredible message: Mark 1:15 "The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!" When Jesus came, He brought the kingdom of God—He was the kingdom of God! 

Later in Mark’s Gospel, we find that His teaching revealed what the kingdom was like (chapter 4, especially—as Christ tells three “kingdom parables”). Then immediately after the three parables which explain God’s kingdom, Mark introduces four miracle stories, back to back. These miracle stories reveal—not in words, but in Jesus’ _______________—that, truly, the kingdom of God had come among them. The way into the kingdom, into the New Creation, was through Jesus. 

What do we see? We learn that you need not ____________ the most desperate situation—because Jesus is ______________________ to set up His kingdom reign in your life.

1. Jesus is powerful to set up His kingdom reign for those people who still don’t quite __________ ______ (Mark 4:35-41).

Just as in the previous parables, the disciples don’t __________________. And here again, the disciples should have known that there was no way that Jesus would go down in a storm—He was God and God the Father would care for Him. Yet, they were afraid. They saw His sleeping as uncaring, not as confident trust in God. The disciples—those who should have known better, should have been farther along; should have had more faith—they still didn’t quite get it.

So, what does Jesus do to those who call on Him, yet still don’t get it? He __________ the ________.

2. Jesus is powerful to set up His kingdom reign for those people who are ___________ ______________ (Mark 5:1-20).

Jesus no sooner leaves the storm-tossed sea, than meets a storm-tossed _________—demon possessed. No one was ______________ enough to subdue him. He couldn’t even subdue himself—cutting himself, demonic behavior bent on destroying those made in God’s image.

Here was a human being that everyone had given up on—a lost cause—beyond the point of any help. Yet, we later see this man, clothed, contained, normal, restored, whole, sitting at the feet of Jesus—the ________________ of a disciple, wanting to follow Jesus—the __________ of a disciple. What had happened?

Jesus. Jesus had brought change and transformation to the greatest lost cause you could imagine. The power of the kingdom of God—Eden restored—transformed this lost cause.

3. Jesus is powerful to set up His kingdom reign for those people who reach out a ________________ of ______________ (Mark 5:21-34).

This woman had been in pain (“suffering”) for _____ _____________! She had spent all her money to find relief, so now she was worse off and destitute. Due to the nature of her illness, she had also been ritually _______________ for 12 years—like a leper, unable to associate with God’s people, unable to worship in the synagogue or temple.

So, in desperation she reaches out to Jesus. Yet, even after 12 years, she hasn’t __________ _____ faith in God. She still holds out that Jesus could help her—all she needs to do is touch Him. And she is restored, made whole, changed.

And despite her fear to the contrary, when Jesus asks her to step forward, He does so not to embarrass, but to _________. To explain that she is healed by her faith in Him. He says, “Go in the blessing of God—“peace.” What kindness!

4. Jesus is powerful to set up His kingdom reign for those people who have _____ _________________ to ______________ (Mark 5:35-43).

When Jairus first approached Jesus, he knew the urgency of the situation. Jesus needed to come immediately, otherwise his daughter would die. Then the woman with the bleeding comes to the fore. No doubt, Jairus waited in tense impatience as Jesus talked with the bleeding woman. And then, just as Jesus finished, servants came with news—his daughter ______ ___________. Yet, Jesus told the man exactly what he needed to do—do not fear; keep on believing. When they arrived at the house, the mourners confirmed the awful report—his daughter was dead! Beyond hope. Yet, Jesus contends that to Him death is as simple to solve as sleeping. And He is mocked for it.

Yet, He simply tells the little girl to __________ ______. And from death, she awakens as from a peaceful, afternoon nap. There are _____ _______________ situations with Jesus. With faith in Jesus—there is always reason to hope.

Conclusion

This is a call for ___________ in the One who will one day bring in the kingdom—where sickness and death will be no more—_______ a call for faith to get what you may want. This is looking to the One who, on the cross, carried our grief and our sorrows. The only way to enjoy the blessed transformation of His kingdom is (as we read earlier from Mark 1:15) to “repent and believe the Good News.”

Even if you are not where you should be in your walk with God; even if you feel that you are a lost cause indeed, . . . “Don’t be ____________; just believe.”

