
Political & Religious Context of the Gospels

I. Historical Setting of First Century Judaism

A. Living under a pagan superpower

B. Suffering in poverty

C. Fearing a new desolating sacrilege

D. Maintaining the traditions

E. Longing for change

F. Approaching change with confusion and division

II. Parties and groups within first-century Judaism

A. Sadducees

1. From the Hasmonians

2. Political and leaders in the temple (priestly)

3. Politically—“Don’t rock the boat.”

4. Theologically liberal

B. Pharisees

1. From the Hasidim

2. Popular middle-class and leaders in the synagogues

3. Political moderates

4. Theological conservatives

C. Essenes

1. From the Hasidim

2. A radical minority

3. Politically separatists

4. Theologically separatists

D. The “Zealots”

1. Social bandits

2. Political revolutionaries

3. Prophetic leaders


